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I n t r od u ct ion  

 
The paper is organised into three sect ions. Sect ion A tests only reading and 

is based upon an unseen passage. The passage studied in Sect ion A in 

January 2013 was adapted from  Dark Star Safar i:  Overland from  Cairo to 

Cape Town by Paul Theroux and described the exper iences of the writer who 

returns with high expectat ions to a school that  he used to be a volunteer at , 

but  is disappointed by what  he finds there. Sect ion B tests both reading and 

writ ing by asking candidates to respond to one of the non- fict ion passages 

from  the Anthology, in this case, the RNLI  Guide to Beach Safety. Sect ion C 

is a single writ ing task that  is not  connected to either of the reading act ivit ies 

already undertaken on the paper. The paper was well received with m ost  

candidates finding it  very accessible.  

 
Sect ion  A:  Read in g  

 

Qu est i on s 1 - 4  

 

The passage studied in Sect ion A was adapted from  Dark Star Safar i:  

Overland from  Cairo to Cape Town by Paul Theroux and described the 

exper iences of the writer who returns with high expectat ions to a school that  

he used to be a volunteer at , but  is disappointed by what  he finds there. The 

passage proved to be accessible to alm ost  all candidates, with very few 

exper iencing any difficult ies in reading com prehension.  

 

Qu est i on  1  tested the skill of select ion and ret r ieval,  asking candidates to 

ident ify the town where the writer grew up.  There was only one correct  

answer and m ost  candidates were able to ident ify it .   Those who did not  gain 

this m ark did so because they gave the nam e of the town that  the writer 

t ravelled to, rather than the one he cam e from . 

 

Qu est i on  2  asked candidates to give three words or phrases that  the writer 

uses to describe the town of Lim be.  There were seven possible correct  

answers to choose from .  The major ity were able to gain all three m arks but  

there was a full range of responses.  For those who did not  score well on this 

answer they tended to give words and phrases that  described the writer’s 

feelings about  visit ing the school, which were opt im ist ic and uplift ing, 

whereas his feelings about  Lim be were darker and less posit ive. 

 

Qu est i on  3  asked candidates to explain how the writer had used 

com parisons to develop his thoughts and feelings within a set  line lim it .  Out  

of the four m arks available m any achieved full m arks and explained about  

the com parison of the school buildings before and after to develop his 

feelings of loss.  Where candidates did not  score full m arks they st rayed too 

far from  the quest ion and did not  focus upon the technique of com parison or 

offered com parisons that  fell outside the set  line lim it .  

 



 

Qu est i on  4  asked candidates about  the creat ion of atm osphere in the 

passage and provided bullet  points for addit ional support  and st ructure.  All 

cent res should recognise that  the key discrim inator in Sect ion A is the higher 

m ark tar iff quest ion and its focus on the writer ’s technique. Weaker 

responses were often lim ited to a sm all num ber of points focusing on 

part icular elem ents within the passage, such as the wet  and m isty weather to 

the exclusion of other points.  Many candidates focused on the t it le and 

wrote at  length about  his disappointm ent  in what  he finds, but  failed to fully 

explain the opening sect ion of high ant icipat ion and the language that  the 

writer uses here.   

 

Bet ter answers explored the r ise and fall in expectat ions from  the opening 

opt im ism , followed by the depressing and threateningly sinister town of 

Lim be after which the m ood is lif ted with the quality of the road that  leads to 

the school.  Many com m ented on the use of a short  and abrupt  sentence to 

change the m ood, fewer com m ented on the paragraph break.  This is 

indicat ive of a general discr im inator in this answer where less successful 

responses som et im es st ruggled with the idea of atm osphere at  all and sim ply 

focused on isolated exper iences described in the text .   More successful 

responses recognised a before and after exper ience and produced relevant  if 

som et im es polar ised answers where everything before the school was good 

and everything after his arr ival was bad. The m ost  able recognised the 

differences in atm osphere and used the text  to craft  an explanat ion that  

focused upon this, using textual references which were apt  and carefully 

chosen.  

 

Essent ially the m ost  successful candidates dem onst rated higher skills of 

analysis and interpretat ion in evaluat ing the writer 's techniques and by 

direct ly and doggedly focusing on the quest ion.  Linked text  and paraphrase 

does not  const itute an explanat ion.  Bet ter answers m ade extensive use of 

the extended m etaphor of spect res and haunt ing, some even tying in the 

dank and dreary weather as part  of the sam e m ilieu.  Surpr isingly few m ade 

good use of the educat ional m etaphor of plant ing seeds. 

 

 

 



 

Sect ion  B:  Read in g  an d  W r i t i n g  

 

Qu est i on  5   

 

This quest ion was based upon the pre-prepared text  from  the Edexcel 

Anthology for I nternat ional GCSE English Language and Literature, Your 

Guide to Beach Safety, and focused upon how the writer t r ies to engage the 

reader in the advice given.  As a prepared text  alm ost  all candidates seem ed 

to have knowledge of the text . As a m edia text  the expectat ion was that  

candidates would focus upon features of presentat ion, im age and layout  as 

well as that  of language.  Weaker responses were often quasi-narrat ives that  

did not  focus upon the quest ion and sim ply described what  could be seen on 

each page of the leaflet .  Many began by com m ent ing on the use of colour 

with weaker responses sim ply ident ify ing that  they were br ight  and bold, 

even cont rast ing;  st ronger responses recognised the sym bolism  of the 

colours with red for danger, yellow as the sand and blue as the sea, and that  

these are also the corporate colours of the RNLI  itself.   St ronger responses 

were those that  were able to detail a wide range of features and to 

appreciate how the writer often used colour, im age, language and layout  for 

com bined effect , rather than as isolated elem ents of the leaflet .  

 

Qu est i on  6    

 

The writ ing task in sect ion B was closely related to the reading text  in sect ion 

B and asked candidates to write a m agazine art icle giving teenagers advice 

on how to stay safe.  This t it le produced a wide range of responses with 

som e m aking direct  use of the leaflet  to write about  beach safety, whilst  for 

m any others their advice related to drugs, underage sex, drink, social 

networking and being safe when out  of the house.  As a t it le it  was accessible 

to alm ost  all candidates.  The weakest  responses were often incom plete, 

com m unicat ing at  a basic level that  showed lit t le awareness of the reader.  

Bet ter responses wrote with a skilful com m and of the language convent ions 

of advice texts, adopt ing a wide range of tones and showing a st rong abilit y 

to m ake an em ot ional connect ion with the reader through shared exper ience 

or st rong expressions of concern. 

  



 

Sect ion  C:  W r i t i n g  

 

Qu est i on  7  

 

Candidates were asked to write a let ter to a newspaper explaining their  views 

on a governm ent  proposal to rem ove sport  from  school. This proved to be 

accessible to m ost  candidates and generated st rong responses in favour and 

against  the proposal.  I t  is noted that  the writ ing responses and part icular ly 

the final, 20 m ark quest ion, are som et im es not  answered at  all by 

candidates.  I t  is vital that  students t im e their  responses carefully and take 

note of the m ark tar iff,  giving sect ion C one third of the t im e available to 

them . 

 

This quest ion produced m any heart felt  responses with som e desperately 

concerned about  the im plicat ions for obesity in the young whilst  others 

welcom ed the rem oval of a subject  that  had been the source of bullying for 

them  and one for which they had lit t le regard.   

 

Weaker responses were often very br ief and were lim ited in their  abilit y to 

clear ly express their ideas, often not  m aking good use of the bullet  pointed 

list  intended to help candidates.  Weaker responses were often lacking in 

paragraphing and a sense of st ructure which will keep them  in the Level 1 

and Level 2 m ark bands. 

 

I n cont rast , m ore able responses wrote with im aginat ion and com m unicated 

passion and interest  in writ ing that  was noted for it s var iety and 

sophist icat ion, its accuracy and cont rol, at  all t im es sharply focused upon the 

needs of the reader.  

 
Con clu sion  

 

Each sect ion above contains specif ic advice about  what  character ises weaker 

and st ronger candidates. Candidates are st rongly encouraged to pract ise 

responding to unseen passages in t im ed condit ions. This will support  them  in 

focusing their  answers on what  the quest ion has asked for and in using their  

understanding of literary effects as a m eans of addressing the quest ion 

rather than being seen as an end in their  own right . The sam e principle 

applies with regard to studying the Anthology texts. The best  pract ice in 

writ ing involves t im e m anagem ent  so as to respond appropriately to the 

m ark tar iff and the t im e available. Candidates need to focus on developing 

textual cohesion through effect ive paragraphing and st ructur ing their  writ ing. 

At  all t imes have the intended reader in m ind and m ake word level, sentence 

level and text  level choices with a clear understanding of the intended effect . 

Writ ing should be seen as a crafted artefact  and candidates should be taught  

the skills of writ ing with this in m ind.  

  



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundar ies for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx  
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